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AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO 

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

8:00AM - 8:45AM - CHECK IN, WELCOME 
SESSION/ BREAKFAST

8:55AM - 10:25AM - KEYNOTE EVENT: "MEET 
GENERATION Z " - HOLLY CLARK
Our students are the first real digital natives - born into a world with

computers, smartphones and tablets.  The problem is they are tech

dependent but not tech savvy, and we must teach them the ways in which

they can amplify their learning using the tools of technology.  This fun and

story-filled keynote will look at how we can make three simple tweaks to

our instructional practices to better meet their needs and improve

teaching in learning in the classroom. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

10:35AM - 12:05PM - SESSION 1

Conscious Discipline: Introduction to Conscious Discipline:  An
Interactive Book Study  
Instructors: Teresa Dearborn and Patty Clem 

Learn the Conscious Discipline® brain model to help participants

maintain self-control for themselves and to teach to their children.

Participants will engage in an interactive book study using

“Conscious Discipline; Building Resilient Classrooms” to learn how to

positively discipline children.  In this workshop, participants will

learn: How the brain learns to self-regulate; how to assist children

with self-control; how to move past personal "stressors" or hot

buttons; how to create and implement a “safe place” in the

classroom; how to create a “safe keepers” routine; how to create

effective routines that greatly reduce discipline problems; how to

base your classroom on safety and use the language of safety.  

Participants:  Books for this class are $30; please bring $15 on the

first day of class to pay for half of the book.  AEA will pay for the

other half.   

Technology: Powerful Checks for Understanding with a Technology
Infused Classroom  
Instructor: Holly Clark 

Discover, or rediscover, creative strategies for student engagement. 

Learn some new brain-friendly techniques to help engage your 

students' curiosity, thinking skills and collaboration. Engage and 

have fun with your students!

Participants of this class will be in for all six sessions of the GTI.



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

Technology II:  Physical Computing with Raspberry Pi and Python
(Advanced)  
Instructor: Tracy Castoe 

Create simple systems that respond to and control the physical

world using a Raspberry Pi and Python. You will learn: how to set up

and use a Raspberry Pi computer; write code using the Python 3

shell; the basics of physical computing using LEDs, resistors, buttons,

and a breadboard. 

Professional Growth and Resiliency: Creating Resilience and
Gaining Insight into Our Health and Wellness 
Instructor: Ryan Marshall 

Ryan will work with participants during this session to develop

strategies to create resilience with mind-body therapy techniques

and help participants understand our individual functional cues to

gain insight into our health.  The focus is on functional wellness: a

positive approach to living through an active process through which

we each become aware of and make choices toward a more

successful existence. 

Elementary Strand: Design Thinking: Steal Like an Artist  
Instructor: Kerri Geppert 

Find some creative ways to energize yourself and your students in

the waning days of the school year.  You'll have the opportunity to

learn "How To Steal Like An Artist" and explore the question "What Is

Design Thinking?" This will be a make and take session with lessons

you can take to your classroom. No technology required! 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

12:05PM - 12:50PM LUNCH (PROVIDED)

12:50PM - 2:20PM - SESSION 2

Technology: Google My Maps and Data  
Instructor: Mary St. John 

Helping our students make sense of the world is increasingly

important today. We can begin by bringing geo-literacy & geo-

awareness into the classroom curriculum. Come explore and create

with Google My Maps. Learn how our students can import and

visualize data right in My Maps as well as layer, measure, add

media, and make simple custom maps. My Maps is the collaborative

and customizable relative of the familiar Google Maps. 

Secondary Strand:  Engagement through Choice & Differentiation  
Instructor: Devon Roberts

The heart of differentiation is choice, and choice often engages

students; so how do we purposefully build choices into our

classrooms that are going to benefit students and maximize

growth?  Differentiation strategies are powerful tools that teachers

of any subject can leverage to create choice.  In this hands-on

session, we will focus on learning four or five differentiation

strategies and designing a differentiation tool that teachers can

use in their classroom. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

Technology II:  What Now, Google? (Intermediate)  
Instructor: Tracy Castoe 

You been using GSuite and GClassroom, so what's next? What more

can you do with your ASD Google account? You will learn how to:

quickly switch between Google accounts; organize GDrive so you

can quickly find what you need; automatically back up your data to

the Google cloud; install and use Google extensions and add-ons;

edit pics and pdfs in GDrive; integrate Google Keep; and how to

use GSheets as a searchable database. 

This is an intermediate technology class. To be successful in this

class you should have basic computer skills including how to: join

and use Google Classroom; use GDocs, GSheets, and GSlides; and

do basic research on the Internet.  PARTICIPANTS WILL NEED TO

BRING THEIR OWN LAPTOPS. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

Elementary Strand: Global Projects and Global Engagement for
Elementary  
Instructor: Michelle Carton 

Take classroom teaching to a whole new dimension! The most

successful students and classrooms are those that learn about the

world, global challenges and opportunities, and connect with their

world. The wide array of options to utilize technology in learning

about global science, history, storytelling, and people are at your

fingertips and have been gathered here for you! Discuss and

discover how to get students to also connect with each other, using

global mindsets, without technology; by utilizing our own

community, which provides real life, lifelong enrichment. This course

is for all ranges of technological ability, as we explore together and

become a professional learning community (PLC) of global

educators. Regardless of the age of your classroom, there are

opportunities to engage and connect through learning about the

world. In this class, you will be provided with a list of top-notch

resources, opportunities, and books to use in the classroom.  Find

out how to build young global citizens that are self-reflective and

who are truly citizens of the world and their community. There will

be lots of information presented to further explore on your own, a

plethora of resources offered; information on how to embrace

Twitter in the classroom, experience Virtual Field Trips, and find

opportunities to really engage those young minds on conservation,

NASA science, United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, or

whatever your curriculum addresses. Connect with the leaders of

the world and watch your students come alive, while naturally

embedding social emotional learning and NOT spending hours

creating new curriculum. It's a perfect opportunity to make learning

exactly what it should be for both you, your students, and your

classroom families. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

Professional Growth and Resiliency: Close-Up at the Anchorage
Museum: Visual Literacy in the Classroom 
Instructor: Hollis Mickey 

Join Educators at the Anchorage Museum to build a toolkit of 

practical methods for integrating close-looking and critical thinking 

into your classroom. This interactive workshop on visual literacy is 

designed for primary and secondary educators in any discipline. 

Please arrive at the 7th Avenue Entrance to the Anchorage Museum, 

where you will be greeted by Museum staff.

Participants of this class will be in for session 2 & 3 of the GTI.

Secondary Strand:  Engaging Students through Productive
Cooperative Learning  
Instructor: Devon Roberts 

Dewey wrote “Education is a social process,” and we know that

students love to engage with other students; but how do we get

them to both work together and be productive?  One solution may

be using cooperative learning strategies that are built on a

foundation of group and individual accountability.  Come and

engage with some flexible cooperative-learning strategies that are

suited for all classrooms and most ages.  This session will involve

participants learning cooperatively as we practice strategies that

we can take back into our classrooms and use no matter what

subject we teach. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

2:30PM - 4:00PM - SESSION 3

Technology: Google Virtual Field Trips  
Instructor: Ross Johnson 

Living in Alaska makes it extremely difficult to visit geographical

locations that you teach about in your classrooms. Explore world

landmarks, discover natural wonders, and step inside locations such

as museums, arenas, restaurants and even underwater with 360-

degree images. Join us in world-wide expeditions where you will be

guided through an environment of virtual reality.

Technology II:  Tech Tools and Tips that Make My Life Easier
(Beginner)  
Instructor: Tracy Castoe 

Simple tools and tips that will make your daily life as a teacher

easier. You will learn how to: quickly find anything on your laptop;

quick account switching; web-based classroom tools; quickly and

automatically back up to the cloud; and more. 

This is a beginning technology class. To be successful in this class

you should have basic computer skills including how to: single click,

double click, and right click (ctrl+click) on a laptop touch-pad;

download from the Internet on Chrome or Firefox; and log into your

ASD Google and/or Microsoft accounts.   

PARTICIPANTS WILL NEED TO BRING THEIR OWN LAPTOPS. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 1 Wednesday, August 8, 8am-4pm 

Elementary Strand:  Research Project 2.0: Multigenre Research
Project for Elementary Students 
Instructor: Natalie Moten  

What is a multi-genre research project? Rather than a single piece

of writing written from a single perspective on topic, a multi-genre

research paper allows the students to create a research project

more than one writing genre. 

A multi-genre writing approach allows students to create a

research project incorporating more than just the traditional

information writing style.  Students will research a topic presenting

their learning in a collection of pieces that could include narratives,

expository, political cartoons, letters, images, and poetry, to name a

few.  It becomes a collection of pieces of writing pieces, creating a

cohesive single-theme original research project.  

When students blend genres, they create a personal, creative, and

authentic project that can’t be copied from a conventional source.

Multi-genre research projects require students to think critically,

analyze and synthesize information into a creative original project.  

Secondary Strand:  Designing & Managing Project Based Teaching
& Learning  
Instructor: John Trampush 

What’s the difference between assigning “hands-on projects” in a

traditional classroom environment and designing your instruction

around high quality project based learning?  Why is this goal worth

the effort for your students?  This session will focus on describing a

framework for designing and improving Gold Standard PBL units for

whatever subject you teach, and why this form of instruction is more

important than ever in 21st Century middle and high school

classrooms.  



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm

8:00AM - 8:45AM - ANNOUNCEMENTS/BREAKFAST 

8:55AM - 10:25AM - KEYNOTE EVENT:  
"WELCOME TO ANCHORAGE:  GETTING TO KNOW
THE REFUGEES, IMMIGRANTS, AND ENGLISH
LANGUAGE LEARNERS IN OUR COMMUNITY" PANEL
Come and enjoy an inspiring peek into the lives and challenges of

our immigrant students and community members.  We’ll hear their

stories and seek to understand a little bit about what they went

through to come to Alaska, as well as their day-to-day lives here.

 This powerful, personal keynote will look at the immigrant

experience of adults and students whose voices often go unheard in

our community.



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

10:35AM - 12:05PM - SESSION 1 

Technology: Intermediate Google Classroom  
Instructor: Amy Frackman

This session will take your use of Google Classroom to the next

level. We’ll look at guardian notifications, learn how to organize the

Stream by topic, upload resources, and use Classroom to provide

formative assessment in a timely manner. We’ll also look at how to

create assignments on the fly and tips for making grading easier. 

Technology II:  Physical Computing with Raspberry Pi and Python
(Advanced)  
Instructor: Tracy Castoe 

Create simple systems that respond to and control the physical

world using a Raspberry Pi and Python. You will learn: how to set up

and use a Raspberry Pi computer; write code using the Python 3

shell; the basics of physical computing using LEDs, resistors, buttons,

and a breadboard. 

This is an intermediate to advanced technology class.  To be

successful in this class you should have basic computer skills

including how to: personalize user settings; access files and folders;

join and use Google Classroom; and do basic research on the

Internet.  PARTICIPANTS WILL NEED TO BRING THEIR OWN LAPTOPS. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

Elementary Strand (but also great for secondary teachers):
Manifesting Your Teaching Vision 
Instructor:  Traci Espeland

Visualize your upcoming year, or just your next unit, and make your

choices clear. A vision board will help you stay consistent and reach

your goals. Visualization is a powerful tool! In this class we will plan

your board, set up a space, and begin creating your board. Supplies

will be provided, but feel free to bring any visuals you’d like ahead

of time. Join us and start visualizing a successful year. 

Professional Growth and Resiliency:  Compassion Satisfaction:
Preventing Secondary Trauma and Compassion Fatigue  
Instructor:  Deb Ward 

Every day, teachers support children who have experienced trauma.

In the role of caregiver to this vulnerable group of students,

educators can encounter secondary trauma and compassion

fatigue. In this workshop, participants will learn: how to reduce the

risk of secondary trauma; what compassion fatigue is, and how to

assess its signs and symptoms; ways to support themselves and their

co-workers, and how to practice mindful self-compassion. The focus

of the workshop is to learn practical ideas through insight & sharing. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

12:05PM - 12:50PM - LUNCH (PROVIDED) 

Secondary Strand:  Engaging Teachers, Enriching Instruction, and
Empowering Students: Guided Scaffold Collaborative Group Work
and Second Language Learning  
Instructor: Natalie Moten 

 Participants in this workshop will experience instructional strategies

supporting Academic English Language Learners (and, really, all

students).  

In this workshop participants will focus on opportunities within a

lesson for students to practice using Academic Language to

increase comprehension and critical thinking, while providing rich

engaging learning opportunities for student-collaboration and peer

scaffolding while increasing student academic confidence. 

12:50PM - 2:20PM - SESSION 2 

Technology: Google & Computer Science (CS) First  
Instructor: Lynda Van Winkle

Google has created fabulous, easy-to-use curriculum for 9 to 14-

year-olds to learn block coding using Scratch. Not only is it

excellent, but Google will also send you FREE materials to support

the curriculum. Experience for yourself and learn how to set up your

club to have materials waiting for you at the beginning of the

school year. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

Professional Growth and Resilience: National Board Certification:
Value as Professional Development 
Instructor: Tara Bivins 

Participants will learn the basic elements of National Board

Certification (NBC) and consider the value of NBC as impactful and

relevant professional development.  We will discuss potential

benefits, certification requirements, timelines and fees. 

Technology II:  What Now, Google? (Intermediate)  
Instructor: Tracy Castoe 

You been using GSuite and GClassroom, so what's next? What more

can you do with your ASD Google account? You will learn how to:

quickly switch between Google accounts; organize GDrive so you

can quickly find what you need; automatically back up your data to

the Google cloud; install and use Google extensions and add-ons;

edit pics and pdfs in GDrive; integrate Google Keep; and how to

use GSheets as a searchable database. 

This is an intermediate technology class. To be successful in this

class you should have basic computer skills including how to: join

and use Google Classroom; use GDocs, GSheets, and GSlides; and

do basic research on the Internet.  PARTICIPANTS WILL NEED TO

BRING THEIR OWN LAPTOPS. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

Elementary Strand (but also great for secondary teachers):  
Culture, Advocacy, and Using Students' WIDA ACCESS scores to
Inform Instruction  
Instructors: LaVon Bridges and Jessica Minguez 

Each of our English Language Learners has a set of scores in the

four language domains:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

 Participants in this session will become familiar with the ELL

assessments we use in the ASD, interpret language proficiency test

results, and those scores to inform their instruction of ELLs. 

Secondary Strand:  Designing an Interactive Classroom: Engaging
Academic English Learners in Authentic Classroom Dialogue  
Instructor: Natalie Moten  

What is a group-worthy task? How do you design a task that is

open-ended, and requires students to use multiple texts, to develop

new ways of thinking on a current topic or issue in the news?  In this

session, we will take a newsworthy topic to create a unit of

instruction that supports CCSS. Teachers learn strategies that will

incorporate: experience; a current event; images; political cartoons;

music; and poetry.  The goal at the end of the unit students will

participate in a Socratic Seminar, spoken word, or visual images

they will share with an actual audience. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

2:30PM - 4:00PM - SESSION 3

Technology: Canvas LMS  
Instructor: Anya Toole 

This course is designed for ASD teachers and staff looking for ways

to modernize their classrooms or professional development with a

Learning Management System to: facilitate a "Blended Learning"

environment; teach an online course; maintain a public-facing

depository of course resources; or establish a web-communication

platform. Come join in CANVAS course-building and discussions on

blended learning practices. This is a beginner level CANVAS course;

no previous CANVAS experience required. 

Technology II:  Tech Tools and Tips that Make My Life Easier
(Beginner)  
Instructor: Tracy Castoe

Simple tools and tips that will make your daily life as a teacher

easier. You will learn how to: quickly find anything on your laptop;

quick account switching; web-based classroom tools; quickly and

automatically back up to the cloud; and more. 

This is a beginning technology class. To be successful in this class

you should have basic computer skills including how to: single click,

double click, and right click (ctrl+click) on a laptop touch-pad;

download from the Internet on Chrome or Firefox; and log into your

ASD Google and/or Microsoft accounts.   

PARTICIPANTS WILL NEED TO BRING THEIR OWN LAPTOPS. 

--continued on next page



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

Professional Growth and Resilience: Micro-Credentials -  
Personalized and Meaningful PD  
Instructor: Tara Bivins 

NEA Micro-credential courses are competency-based digital

certifications and provide free, personalized learning experiences

for educators. NEA now offers over 100 micro-credentials created

by educators, for educators, to support us in our efforts to improve

classroom practices and positively impact student learning. In this

session, we'll explore the basics of micro-credentials as meaningful

and targeted professional development. We'll set the foundation for

micro-credentials based on the National Board for Professional

Teaching Standards' Five Core Propositions: What Teachers Should

Know and Be Able to Do. This session will provide information on

micro-credentials and insight into the National Board Certification

process. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE SESSION INFO

DAY 2 Thursday, August 9, 8am-4pm 

Elementary Strand: diverCITY: Culturally Responsive Teaching & SEL
Instructor: Misty Nelson

What is culture and what does that look like in ASD? What does it

mean to be a culturally responsive teacher in our diverse district?

This mini-course will offer research, first-hand knowledge, and

discussion as to how knowing our students and where they come

from enhances the educational experience for both the teacher

and the student. 

Secondary Strand:  Research Project 2.0: Multigenre Research
Project  
Instructor: Natalie Moten  

What is a multi-genre research project? Rather than a single piece

of writing written from a single perspective on topic, a multi-genre

research paper allows the students to create a research project

with more than one writing genre.   

A multi-genre writing approach allows students to create a

research project incorporating more than just the traditional

information writing style.  Students will research a topic presenting

their learning in a collection of pieces that could include narratives,

expository, political cartoons, letters, images, and poetry, to name a

few.  It becomes a collection of pieces of writing pieces, creating a

cohesive single-theme original research project.  

When students blend genres, they create a personal, creative, and

authentic project that can’t be copied from a conventional source.

Multi-genre research projects require students to think critically,

analyze and synthesize information into a creative original project.  



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE 
INSTRUCTOR BIOS 

TARA BIVINS

Tara Bivins currently teaches math at Mears Middle School.  She

initially earned her National Board Certification in 2000, renewing

the certification in 2010.  Tara has supported National Board

Certification candidates in Alaska for the past 17 years.

LAVON BRIDGES

Lavon Bridges holds a doctorate in Educational Leadership from the

University of Oregon as well as a Masters Degree in  English and a

Bachelor Degree in Music Education. She has worked for the

Anchorage School District as an English Language Learner teacher

since 1990 and as an ELL Specialist since 1993.  As an ELL Specialist,

Ms. Bridges has worked with students, but has served as a staff

trainer for the ELL staff as well as for school staff and the district. 

Ms. Bridges is an NEA National Trainer for the ELL Modules. 

She is the co-author of two children's books. Alaska Animals, We

Love You and Alaska Animals, We Love You 2.

MICHELLE CARTON

Michelle Carton, known as MC Librarian, is the founder of "Global

Education Alaska" and is a "Teachers for Global Classrooms"

Global Education Alumni Ambassador, & a Great Kindness

Challenge Ambassador. Her work and ideology on student learning

has been published in many professional journals and international

media. Michelle's background stems from innovative curriculum

development, shifting the education paradigm, and connecting

students & leaders across the world through global projects she

designs; often with students, and hosts through her organization,

Global Education Alaska (www.globaleducationalaska.org). 

Although she presents across the world on technology and global

education she's been an educator in Alaska, both rural and urban,

for 13 years; and was a 2014 recipient of the BP Teachers of

Excellence. She recently won the Elementary Division of the Follett

Challenge, and is a recent recipient of the World Water Challenge

grant.   



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE 
INSTRUCTOR BIOS 

TRACY CASTOE

Tracy Castoe has over twenty years of professional teaching

experience and professional development training experience. She

teaches computer science, business applications, electronics, and

STEM. Tracy has trained teachers in a variety of professional

development topics including: computer literacy; STEM and Design

Thinking; and 2D, 2.5D, and 3D fabrication. She also teaches

various computer courses at the college level. Tracy has degrees in

Computer Science Education and Elementary Education.

HOLLY CLARK

Holly Clark is an award-winning educator and speaker based in  

San Diego. She is both a National Board Certified Teacher and

Google Certified Innovator. A long-time teacher & administrator,

Holly consults globally with schools to help them successfully and

purposefully innovate instruction through the use of learning theory,

technology integration & design thinking strategies. Holly holds an

MA in Education from Teachers College, Columbia University, New

York. 

She is an internationally recognized keynote speaker, passionately

spreading the idea that we need to disrupt education and innovate

our classroom curriculum. 

She is the Educational Strategist for EdTechTeam and head of their

new publishing division - EdTechTeam Press. She authors a

successful blog and her first book, The Google Infused Classroom

was released in June of 2017. 

Twitter: @HollyClarkEdu 

Blog: hollyclark.org 

Buy Book on Amazon: http://a.co/gYRm1Xg 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE 
INSTRUCTOR BIOS 

TRACI ESPELAND

Traci Espeland started her career in Marketing with Calista

Corporation. She then returned to school, receiving her MAT from

the University Alaska, Anchorage. Traci has taught ELA at the Middle

School and High School levels. Currently, she teaches at South

Anchorage High School. Traci is the 2017 PBS Digital Innovator for

Alaska and strives to run a successful Project Based classroom that

incorporates numerous content areas. Mrs. Espeland is a NEA

member, AEA Professional Development Committee member,

Learning Forward member, and PBS Learning Media Trainer. She is

working toward her Google Educator Certification and National

Geographic Educator Certification.

PATTY CLEM & TERESA DEARBORN

Patty Clem & Teresa Dearborn have been working together since

1994.  They began their careers with the Anchorage School District

many years ago at Williwaw Elementary (where Patty continues to

teach), with Teresa being the School Counselor and Patty, a

classroom teacher.  Conscious Discipline entered their lives in the

late 90’s and has flourished for them throughout the years. They

have both attended several Conscious Discipline Conferences in

and out of state, facilitated CD workshops and classes for the

district all with the belief that Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

significantly improves & enhances academic growth in a child.

 Conscious Discipline is a powerful social intelligence & classroom

management program of Brain Smart strategies to help the adult

respond rather than react to life events.  Teresa & Patty look

forward to meeting teachers & sharing insight & tools to help

create a safe, welcoming, engaging learning environment for adults

& students.



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE 
INSTRUCTOR BIOS 

ROSS JOHNSON

Ross Johnson, M.Ed., is a veteran teacher with over 20 years

experience in EdTech and the classroom. He has repeatedly

presented at ASTE and ASDSA, and has a passion for any useful

technology that can be integrated into the classroom. He is a

Google Certified Educator and enjoys sharing his instructional

experience using VR, AR, and other multimedia platforms.  Ross is

an adjunct instructor at the University of Anchorage Alaska and also

owns two local small businesses. When Ross is not at work he can be

found hunting, fishing, and enjoying the outdoors.

AMY FRACKMAN

Amy Frackman, M. Ed. is returning to the classroom after working for

ASD’s EdTech Department. Amy has 24 years of teaching

experience in middle school, SPED, Spanish K-8. Her Master’s is in

Instructional Technology, and she has been a member of the

Educational Technology Department where she has provided

workshops and training sessions for students, teachers, and

administrators. She has presented at AEA and NEA conferences;

ASTE & ASDSA; and is an adjunct instructor for the University of

Alaska Anchorage. In her spare time, Amy is a freelance camera

operator for KTVA, Channel 11.

RYAN MARSHALL

Ryan Marshall is a local practitioner of healing forms of Eastern

medicine including acupuncture, manual therapies, and herbal

remedies. Ryan has dedicated himself to the art and science of

mind-body practices and powerful energetic healing for more than

25 years.  He was raised in California as a physician of Eastern and

integrative medicine and spiritual disciplines around the world.

Inspired by the positive benefits he has seen in his own life, Ryan

continually shares these practices to enhance the lives of others.



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE 
INSTRUCTOR BIOS 

JESSICA MINGUEZ

Jessica Minguez is a veteran educator with over ten years

experience in the Anchorage School District.  She has taught all

grade levels K-12 in a diverse range of schools, from facilitating

independent study at the secondary level, to high school Spanish, to

elementary Spanish immersion, to her current incarnation

specializing in teaching English Language Learners.  She is currently

pursuing a Master’s degree with UAA, serves as AEA Executive

Board Secretary, and is Co-Chair of the AEA Professional

Development Committee.

NATALIE MOTEN

Natalie Moten is currently a Lead Teacher for the English Language

Learner program. She earned her Bachelor's Degree in Elementary

Education and Secondary Social Studies, from Point Park University,

in Pittsburgh, PA. Her Master's Degree was completed at Grand

Canyon University in Phoenix, AZ, where her focus was on ELL

instructional practice. She has been teaching for 25 years in

elementary, middle, and high school classrooms.

HOLLIS MICKEY

Hollis Mickey is Director of Learning and Engagement at the

Anchorage Museum where she oversees the Education Department.

She has been working in museum education since 2010. Hollis was

previously at the Rhode Island Design Museum in Providence, Rhode

Island. She holds a BA and MA from Brown University. 



AEA GOOD TEACHING 
INSTITUTE 
INSTRUCTOR BIOS 

DEVON ROBERTS

Devon Roberts considers himself a mid-career teacher after

teaching 20 years in the ASD.  He received his BA in English at

Texas A&M University, his MAT at UAA, his Masters of Educational

Leadership at UAA, and is currently in a doctoral program at Texas

A&M University.  He has served as a Building Technology

coordinator, and currently teaches Computer Science in addition to

English. He taught over thirteen years at UAA in the College of

Preparatory and Developmental Studies.  His passion for improving

his craft has led him to immerse himself in professional development

and educational literature over the last ten years in the areas of

engagement, literacy, differentiation and standards-referenced

grading.

MISTY NELSON

Misty Nelson is a born and raised Alaskan, having completed all of

her K-12 education in the Anchorage School District. She holds a BA

in Early Childhood Development through UAA, an M.Ed. in Cross-

Cultural Education with an Emphasis on Alaska Native Studies

through UAF, and an M.Ed. in K-12 Reading through UAS. She is also

a certified ELL and Reading Specialist. Ms. Nelson taught for five

years in rural Alaska, and is currently teaching fourth grade in ASD,

along with a Culturally Responsive Teaching course for interns at

UAA. 
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ANYA TOOLE

Anya Toole is an Educational Technology Teacher in Anchorage,

Alaska. Anya holds a BA in Advertising and Public Relations and an

MA in Instructional Design. She provides and supports district-wide

professional development and instructional support for the

integration of technology in K-12 curriculum. She is an adjunct

instructor at the University of Alaska, Anchorage, a Common Sense

Education Ambassador and a Google Certified Trainer. Anya also

provides administrative support for ASD staff with Canvas LMS. 

MARY ST. JOHN

Mary St. John, M.Ed.,  is a veteran teacher who has combined her

passions for education and technology to work with teachers in

helping them “find the focus” of using technology in their

classrooms. She has been a part of the Educational Technology

department of the Anchorage School District in Alaska for the last

17 years and has presented or led numerous classes and training

sessions for teachers on the subject of technology in classrooms.

She has presented on her latest passion, Google in Education, at

technology conferences in Alaska and Hawaii. Since its inception,

Mary has been part of the Anchorage School District Google

Committee that tests, pilots and implements all things Google for

the District. She has been a Certified G Suite for Education Trainer

since 2013. 
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JOHN TRAMPUSH

John Trampush has spent the last 30 years as an educator in Alaska.

 He has taught students in all grade levels from kindergarten

through graduate school. He is a Philosophy, Humanities, Social

Studies & Educational Rechnology teacher with teaching

experience across much of Alaska’s geographic and educational

terrain; from two-room bush school houses, to large urban middle

and high schools, as well as a technology-rich, standards-based

charter schools. He currently serves on the steering board of the

Alaska Council for the Social Studies, the Alaska Society for

Technology in Education and Highland Academy Charter School.   

At present he works at Paideia Cooperative School. His primary

educational interests are project-based learning, and the

cultivation of collaborative capacities in teachers & learners. 

DEB WARD

Deb Ward, a long-time Alaskan educator, holds degrees in special

education and school psychology, with additional training in

mediation and parent coaching. As a Nationally Certified School

Psychologist, Deb was employed by the Anchorage School District

before retiring in 2016. Her professional interests include trauma-

informed practices, supporting children with challenging behaviors

and coaching parents and teachers. Currently, Deb provides

educational consultation and coaching to several school districts in

Alaska. 

LYNDA VAN WINKLE

Lynda Van Winkle, M. Ed. is a veteran teacher who has combined 

her experience as a regular ed and special ed teacher with her 

enthusiasm for technology to support teachers with the integration 

of technology into their curriculum. She was a member of the 

Educational Technology Department for 10 years, providing a 

multitude of workshops and training sessions for teachers and 

administrators. For the last 2 years she was the Technology 

Integration Specialist at Aquarian Charter School. Lynda is now a 

5th grade teacher at Aquarian Charter School.


