
Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
How do you see the municipality and the school district working to ensure 

that neighborhood public schools serve as community hubs? 

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A
Our facilities are public facilities and therefore will continue to be used to serve the 

public.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

The municipality and ASD are key in creating healthy and active communities. The 

municipality can encourage and provide for school sports and activities which draw 

members from of our communities together as well as supporting before and after 

school programs. These activities and programs have been demonstrated to 

increase graduation rates, decrease the likelihood of being incarcerated, and 

reduce overall crime rates.

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D Connect them with a massive zipline system.

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

It is very important that our neighborhood schools serve as centers for community 

life.  The Muni and ASD can support this by maintaining open communication and 

active engagement with community councils, faith based organizations, and other 

community groups. We need to ensure that our schools are open, accessable, safe 

and welcoming places for all members of the community. 

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F

The Municipality and the Anchorage school district must work together for the 

success of the students and the community in every way.  Both entities are 

intrinsically intertwined.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

Neighborhood schools must be community hubs. Reinstitution of community-based 

activities at schools in the after hours is a good start. The community schools, for 

example, has been shown to have a positive impact on the community as well as 

the academics of the children attending the school. My experience with starting and 

running Anchorage Community House is that people are looking for a place to 

gather and connect. Neighborhood schools seem like a logical choice.  
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
How do you see the municipality and the school district working to ensure 

that neighborhood public schools serve as community hubs? 

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

Neighborhood public schools are the bedrock of the community, and we are 

fortunate in Anchorage to have such diverse, vibrant schools. However, for our 

schools to serve as community hubs, we must adequately fund them. Like many 

Alaskans, I am deeply concerned about the Governor’s proposed budget and its 

effects on public schools. We must adequately invest in education to ensure 

successful outcomes.

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J

Schools do that well now.  My kids’ school was also for Campfire, Scouts, 

Community Council and a playground. I also go to events High Schools frequently.  

Nice work!

Candidate Name Office Do you think staffing and funding for the School Resource Officer unit is... 

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A Adequate

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A Insufficient

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D Excessive

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D Adequate

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F Adequate

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F Insufficient

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H Adequate

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J Adequate
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
How can the municipality and school district work together to improve school 

safety?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

Continue the relationship between APD/Resource Officers, continue to identify 

hazardous walking and biking routes to school, continue the emergency response 

exercises (fire/ earthquake/ armed intruder), learn from the earthquake experience 

and adapt/modify preparedness plans as necessary.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

The municipality can work with ASD to support extracurricular activities which give 

our students positive activities to engage in, make sure adequate school resource 

officers are available, and that schools are built to sustain earthquakes and natural 

disasters.

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D Install revers osmosis water fountains. 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

Make it a priority.  Ensure adequate funding and support for school safety.  

Continue to support SRO program and ensure all schools receive training (ALICE).  

Support school modernization including physical layout, cameras, functioning locks 

on doors and windows, ID badge policy, and resources and attention to bullying 

and identifying and supporting stressed students.

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F
Have a presence of authority that can identify potential problems and resolve 

conflicts before they arise

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

This coordinated effort requires a seamless exchange of information about 

perceived threats and the details of incidents that have occurred. Additionally, 

coordination of resources particularly around prevention and student education 

about how to make their school safe is imperative. Student, parent, and community 

buy-in are necessary to create safe fantastic schools that serve students and the 

whole community.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
How can the municipality and school district work together to improve school 

safety?

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

Two factors will improve school safety: investment and education. First, we must 

continue to adequately fund our existing SRO units, as well as invest in APD more 

broadly and target those officers towards the violent crime and domestic abuse 

some of our students face outside the school walls. Second, we must provide 

adequate training for students and teachers on how to react to an emergency, how 

to de-escalate potential threats, and how to deal with other security issues. The 

municipality and school district should work together to find funding and resources 

for these ends. 

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J

Making Anchorage safer will make our schools safer.  Fighting crime has been a 

focus of my first term.

I submitted an ordinance to ban talking on a cell phone in a school zone. Your 

support would be appreciated. 

Candidate Name Office
Do you think that ASD students are being prepared well for success?  What 

competencies should they have?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

Some are extremely well prepared, some are not.  Most people would say that all 

students should have at least a basic competency in all major subject areas but we 

have never been able to identify what that basic level is.  The colleges and 

universities, technical and vocational schools seem to be defining it for us.  As a 

state we have not done a good job of that ourselves.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

ASD is doing a great job with the resources they have. We should continue to 

ensure students are reading proficiently by third grade, and are leaving our 

education system ready to succeed in college and/or enter the job market.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
Do you think that ASD students are being prepared well for success?  What 

competencies should they have?

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D How to live off the grid with a multi tool or a role of duck tape. 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

The short answer is yes, ASD is generally doing a good job.  There is certainly 

room for improvement especially with students of color, SPED and ELL students. 

We need to ensure that students receive a strong foundation in reading, writing, 

math, science, and social emotional development.  I am also an advocate for 

vocational training opportunities.

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F

I believe that ASD wants all their students to be successful not only in their 

personal but professional lives.  Students need to have a varied education to help 

them identify what areas of employment they want to pursue, college preparation 

and the basic needs that life will present in making positive decisions for 

themselves.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

I think ASD students have a good foundation for success, but that there’s always 

room for improvement. A lot of that improvement could come from stable funding to 

ensure longer teacher tenure, the predictability of programs, and access to music 

and the arts. 

We need to work together as a community to ensure that students have the best 

chance for success and that means making sure that they are fed and have a safe 

place to live. We need to fund dedicated school counselors that can deal efficiently 

with behavioral problems and help children who are struggling emotionally. 

Additionally, a well-rounded education is necessary to prepare our students for 

whatever path they may choose after high school, whether that be an 

apprenticeship, college, technical training or entering the workforce. Anchorage 

schools provide a variety of options, but we must ensure that those options are 

consistently funded so that students leave with the necessary skills for success.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
Do you think that ASD students are being prepared well for success?  What 

competencies should they have?

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

In short, yes, but we have a lot of room for improvement. Students in the ASD are 

falling behind as a result of reduced funding, large class sizes, one-size-fits-all 

teaching strategies, and insufficient support for educators.

We must invest in our public schools and stand up for our children’s educators to 

work toward improved outcomes in core competencies such as reading, writing, 

math, and other, more workplace applicable skills such as communication.

John Weddleton
Assembly, D6, Seat J

They should be prepared for life and continued learning.  My kids have done well.  I 

have well educated employees. Thank you!

Candidate Name Office
Do you support the creation of a single, government run, public employee 

health care authority at the state level?  Why or why not?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A
I support consolidating the employee health care programs in an effort to make it 

less expensive and more equitable.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

Our unions have been successful at providing high-quality health coverage.  After 

speaking with educators, public employees and union leaders, I do not see this 

creating an improved outcome for our employees healthcare, especially with the 

cuts from our current administration.

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D You are what you eat. 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D This is a state issue that is unlikely to come before the Assembly.  

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F
NO.  I'm on Medicare and not impressed with what government run health care 

offers.  
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
Do you support the creation of a single, government run, public employee 

health care authority at the state level?  Why or why not?

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

At this point, no. While I see the benefit of combined bargaining, the individual 

unions have done a better job of ensuring that their members are offered health 

care services. If an authority would be created, it’s critical that the board be made 

up of majority union members to ensure that their interests are being heard and 

met.

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H
No. An authority like this undermines unions and threatens a worker’s ability to 

collectively bargain.

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J If it will provide better service at a reduced cost, count me in.  

Candidate Name Office
Do you favor a return to a defined benefit or hybrid retirement system for 

Alaska educators? Why or why not?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

We know that a defined benefit plan is too expensive and unsustainable on its 

current projectory.  Even private companies are abandoning them.  If there is 

research that says there is a sustainable and cost effective way to develop a hybrid 

it could at least be investigated.  But we may be past the point of no return on this 

issue.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

Yes. I believe the greatest detractor of high quality education within our state is the 

lack of a defined benefit. There is evidence indicating that a defined benefit would 

save state dollars and ensure educators have a sustainable retirement system.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
Do you favor a return to a defined benefit or hybrid retirement system for 

Alaska educators? Why or why not?

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D Hybrid seeds and GMOs are bad news bears. 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

The reductions in our benefits programs are making it more difficult to attract and 

retain quality educators, and leaving Alaskan families without the security they need 

and deserve. But we face significant financial challenges as a state, that require 

cutting costs while prioritizing our most important services. I can think of few things 

more important than our public education system. I believe we can develop a hybrid 

retirement systems that is sustainable and practical.

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F

I do not favor a return to a defined benefit system.  I do believe that human beings 

should have control over their retirement decisions and not a governing body, 

unless of course that is what they decide individually.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

Alaska's educators should choose what works best for them and educate elected 

officials about why the system they choose is best and what the costs associated 

with the system are versus the benefits.

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

Yes. We need a retirement system that can attract and retain educators and 

provide them and their families with the support that they need. However, with 

increased budget cuts, we must find a way to pay for this plan, and I support 

continuing conversations with the AEA about the best way to do that.

John Weddleton
Assembly, D6, Seat J

I support a system that helps retain employees and does not expose the city to 

unanticipated high costs.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
Do you believe that Alaska educators should be included in the Social 

Security system? Why or why not? 

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

If we find the state cannot sustain its own retirement system then the only recourse 

public employees would have would be to join the social security system.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A
I do.  But ultimately I would support the decision of NEA, AEA, and our educators in 

this matter. 

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D
Three best parts of teaching June, July and the prospects of having a network of 

ziplines. 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

YES.  Because they deserve it.  Additionally, it will help with recruitment and 

retention, especially as our workforce becomes more mobile.  Enrolling our 

educators in Social Security is not a substitute for quality retirement plan, but is 

another way we can provide important benefits.

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F

If an Alaska educator has a retirement program with the state it does not seem 

logical to have social security unless the individual has paid into the social security 

system.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F Yes, because everyone should be able to have secure retirement benefits.

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

Yes. Retirement benefits like social security help with retention and recruitment, 

and they also honor the work and sacrifice of our Alaska educators. They deserve 

retirement that reflects their hard work. 

John Weddleton

Assembly, D6, Seat J

I’m not familiar with the nuances between Social Security and the PERS/TRS 

systems. Many are worried about the solvency of Social Security.  The PERS/TRS 

system is guaranteed in our Alaska Constitution.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
What challenges or benefits do you think the recent legislative and 

gubernatorial elections will have for Anchorage's public education system?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

It's going to be tough to make the cuts necessary to reflect our state's dismal 

revenue situation.   On the other hand it may very well begin to eliminate some of 

the state regulations/ policies that teachers complain about having to do to and will 

allow them to only focus on teaching.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

The Governor’s proposed budget would be nothing short of disastrous to our state’s 

future. The proposed cuts to our state education system and to other programs will 

shift the costs to the municipalities and boroughs and further strain our schools.  

We must all work to stand unified and be vocal to our Legislature and the Dunleavy 

administration to ensure Alaska’s public education system and other programs, 

including Headstart, pre-K and the University of Alaska, are adequately funded. 

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D You said Guber 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

The threats we face after the recent elections are not new, but are very real.  We 

face drastic funding reductions and a renewed push toward privatization.  With the 

Governor’s new budget, we have a serious fight on our hands.  We need to come 

together like never before and stand for up for our schools, teachers and most 

importantly, our kids.

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F It is uncertain to me at this time.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

Unstable funding and generally leaving the education system underfunded instead 

of forward funding by increasing the base student allocation. Also gutting the 

University of Alaska system so that students don’t feel comfortable considering in-

state college as an option

10



Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
What challenges or benefits do you think the recent legislative and 

gubernatorial elections will have for Anchorage's public education system?

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

I am deeply concerned by the impact the Governor’s proposed budget will have on 

our students and their education. The budget would be catastrophic to public 

schools, and we should all encourage our legislators to stand up against it. 

On the plus side, we now have a bipartisan coalition working together that can 

cross party lines to do the right thing for our kids and their educators. I hope that 

this group can lead the way in being strong advocates for Anchorage’s public 

education system. 

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J
The Governor’s huge proposed budget cuts do not bode well for Anchorage 

schools.  The legislature determines the budget so time will tell.  

Candidate Name Office
What are your views on voucher systems, which allow public money to be 

used for educating students in private institutions? 

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

We live in a world that thrives on competition and where people want choices.  As a 

parent it's also crucial to be able to choose the best education available for your 

own child.  We know children learn differently and vouchers will allow a broader 

market for parents to help choose what their students need.  I support public 

education but I also recognize that it's not always the choice for  parents whose 

taxes should be used to help fund the education of their children.  I think we can do 

both.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

I am opposed to voucher system or any program which diverts state funding from 

our public education to private or religious schools. Any such system would be 

unconstitutional under Alaska law.

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D Audit the federal reserve (don’t tell them I asked) 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D I am not in favor of a voucher system.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
What are your views on voucher systems, which allow public money to be 

used for educating students in private institutions? 

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F
I believe that parents or guardians should be free to choose the education they 

want.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F They should not be allowed.

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H I do not support a voucher system.

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J Strong public schools benefit all of us.  I don’t support weakening the system.

Candidate Name Office
What can the Municipality of Anchorage do to attract new educators to live 

and work in this community and keep experienced ones from leaving?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A
We can continue to improve public safety, maintain and improve our infrastructure, 

and keep property taxes low.  

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

The primary drivers of high-turnover rates fall upon the state. School districts can 

be vocal advocates for a return to a Defined Benefit Retirement system, instituting 

forward funding for our schools, and an end the perpetual cycle of annual pink-

slips. More than anything, we as a state, municipality and community need to 

support our schools and our educators. Educators are the backbone of our society 

and should be treated as such. Like every worker, our teachers deserve to be able 

to count on a livable retirement benefit, a stable career, and the resources 

necessary to do their jobs. At the municipal level, I will do what I can to work 

towards these goals and champion them to our state legislators and administration. 
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
What can the Municipality of Anchorage do to attract new educators to live 

and work in this community and keep experienced ones from leaving?

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D A nice ribeye. 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

We need to invest in our city.  This means public safety, arts and culture, and 

affordable housing.  We need to show that we value our education system by 

celebrating our parents, teachers, and students and ensuring that we have modern 

school and offer competitive compensation and benefits.

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F
Perhaps I'm wrong but just living in the great state is a huge benefit.  Certainly, as 

anyone would agree working in a positive, healthy, happy environment is vital.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

We must have competitive pay and benefits for teacher retention. Competitive pay 

and benefits must take into account the cost of living in Anchorage. Similarly, those 

benefits must allow for adequate retirement savings so teachers can envision a life 

in Anchorage after they are done teaching. 

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

First, we must adequately fund public education so that educators are not 

unnecessarily pink-slipped or caused to fear for their job security. Second, we must 

provide competitive salaries and adequate benefit and retirement packages to 

teachers so that they can support themselves and their families. Third, we must 

listen to teacher concerns and feedback. They are the ones in the classroom, and 

they often know best how to fix the problems in our education system. We need 

more forums through which they can be heard by government officials. 

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J

Anchorage is a great place to live.  The high crime and the abundance of 

homelessness are current challenges we will overcome.  When we get back on 

track, people will want to live here because there is no place better.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office Is Anchorage a labor-friendly city? Why or why not?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

If this question is in regard to specifically labor unions and their relationship 

between the Municipality and the School District I think we have struck a good 

balance.  There will always be negotiations in handling issues of compensation and 

work rules but if handled respectfully and factually there will be agreement.

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

Anchorage is currently labor-friendly. Both Mayor Berkowitz and the majority of our 

Assembly are pro-labor and have worked to create a city that reflects those beliefs. 

Having representatives with these values is even more critical now with our current 

administration. 

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D To cold stay in Florida. 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

Yes.  As a city, we have supported the right of labor unions to organize and 

collectively bargain. Our labor organizations help ensure that Anchorage workers 

have a voice, earn a fair wage and are able to provide security for their families. 

Negotiations are not always easy, but our end results demonstrate the value of 

labor organization.       

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F I don't know how to answer this question.  I'm not seeking employment.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

Generally yes. Anchorage supports unions and fair wages. Anchorage also 

understands that collective bargaining is a useful tool to ensure fair wages and 

benefits. 

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

For the most part, yes. During my time on the Anchorage Assembly, I have worked 

with labor organizations to ensure that we stand up for collective bargaining, livable 

wages, and workers’ rights. Anchorage has and must continue to resist so-called 

“right-to-work,” and be vigilant about the dangers of worker misclassification and the 

“gig” economy. I am committed to continuing to make Anchorage a labor-friendly 

city, and I look forward to continuing to work with organizations like AEA to do that.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office Is Anchorage a labor-friendly city? Why or why not?

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J Unions in Anchorage are strong an appreciated.

Candidate Name Office
As a place for families to raise children, what do you think makes Anchorage 

attractive? What do you think needs improvement?

Crystal Kennedy Assembly, D2, Seat A

My family and I moved into Eagle River when we arrived here in 1994 because it 

was such a cohesive community that though it had its diverse sections we 

appreciated that.  People want to feel safe, send their children to good schools and 

have less interference from outside entities and enjoy their surroundings.  As a 

candidate for Assembly I am focused on protecting that.  We have a great deal of 

self-determination in my district and the people of Chugiak Eagle River are active 

and engaged in how we address improvements which right now centers around 

public safety and infrastructure. 

Oliver Schiess Assembly, D2, Seat A

Like most families, my wife and I chose this community because of its schools and 

low crime rates. Our city can work to continue to improve in these areas while 

mitigating the impacts of budget cuts at the state level.

Dustin Darden Assembly, D3, Seat D More ziplines less fluoride 

Kameron Perez-Verdia Assembly, D3, Seat D

As a father of two school age children, I can tell you that Anchorage is a wonderful 

place to raise children.   Our neighborhoods are safe and offer a strong sense of 

community.  Our schools are some of the most diverse in the nation and we have 

ample opportunity to play in parks and open space.  There is always room for 

improvement. We need to make sure to protect our schools from the recent 

proposed slashes that would hurt our children.  We need to reestablish our cities 

services to address people experiencing homelessness, addiction, and mental 

health issues.
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Anchorage Assembly Candidates Questionnaire Responses

Candidate Name Office
As a place for families to raise children, what do you think makes Anchorage 

attractive? What do you think needs improvement?

Christine Hill Assembly, D4, Seat F

Schools would be the number one consideration in attracting families. My children 

are grown and not in the school system.  I will and want to learn the concerns of 

parents before making a decision on this topic.

Meg Zaletel Assembly, D4, Seat F

As a mother and foster mother of school-aged children, Anchorage is a great place 

for my family. We love the diversity, educational and cultural opportunities and 

being outdoors. Improvements can be made in ensuring we have safe connected 

neighborhoods. Large multilane roads cut through many of midtown’s 

neighborhoods often cutting residents off from one another or amenities such as 

parks and trails or make it hard to walk to a nearby store. We must plan for the long 

term, 50+ years, to ensure we are making Anchorage a place our children and their 

children want to raise families. 

Forrest Dunbar Assembly, D5, Seat H

I am a huge believer in the potential of this community. We can be a great, northern 

city -- a vibrant town where young people want to live and raise their families. We 

can be a city that respects our elders and provides for and protects our most 

vulnerable, while maintaining public safety, a strong school system, and the 

spectacular trails and parks that make Anchorage a special place to live. We can 

continue to be the beating heart of Alaska's economy, with the quality of life that 

Anchorage residence expect and deserve.  These goals require investment, 

however, so we must be willing to devote the time, energy, and funds to make 

Anchorage an attractive place to raise a family.

John Weddleton Assembly, D6, Seat J

We are in an amazing natural setting with adventures just outside our doors.  Our 

schools educate kids to exceptional levels. This is a great place to work and to grow 

a business. We need to decrease crime and homelessness.
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